Rare mesenchymal lesions: Hamartoma of the chest wall and juvenile active ossifying fibroma in siblings.
Mesenchymal hamartomas of the thorax are known as rare dysontogenetic tumorous non-neoplastic lesions. The juvenile active ossifying fibroma (JAOF) also is considered as a benign tumor like lesion of the mesenchymal connective tissue. The authors report the cases of 2 siblings-a 2-year-old girl with a hamartoma of the chest wall and her 4-year-old brother with a JAOF. The girl had bilocular mesenchymal hamartoma in the area of the 8(th) rib diagnosed in the first year of life, which was surgically removed completely. Her brother had been treated for JAOF of the right nasal sinus area diagnosed at the age of 15 months. Both lesions are extremely rare mutations of the local tissue, which occur typically in early childhood and continue benignly after surgical resection, but such a familial occurrence in siblings has not yet been reported. Furthermore, according to the histologic findings, the JAOF also could be seen as a hamartomatous lesion.